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dadi officers in Damascus, and pronounced him-
self dissatisfied with the reply which had been sent
to them. Naji Beg's appointment had been no
answer at all to the aspirations set forth in the peti-
tion. What the Baghdadi officers wanted was an
assurance that there was no intention of imposing
permanently upon Mesopotamia the existing form
of purely military administration. It was at this
interview that Nuri told me of Colonel Wilson's
conversation with him at Damascus, and said that
the effect of Naji Beg's resignation had been to
confirm in the minds of the Baghdadi officers the
impression, which that conversation had largely
dispelled, that the British military authorities in
Mesopotamia regarded the Baghdadis in Syria as
active enemies who were trying to undermine Bri-
tish influence in that country. The attitude of the
British officials was more that of administrators of a
foreign population who were incapable, and would
always remain incapable,, of governing themselves
than that to which the Baghdadi officers had
become accustomed on the other side, of friendly
advisers who started on the assumption that the
Arabs were managing their own affairs, and that it
was not for them to do more than make friendly
suggestions for the improvement of their plans.
Nuri knew nothing of the authority given by His
Majesty's Government for the formation of the
various councils, and said that so far as he was
aware no such council had been formed except at
Basrah, where there were no complaints. I told
him of my own experiment in council-forming at
Nasiriyah in 1916, and explained that the idea was
to set up representative bodies of townsmen and
tribesmen who would be able to give an authorita-